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Ivan Velez Jr. once said that Tales of the 
Closet was supposed to be Archie with gay 
characters. 

-- Here w/Josh and Sara podcast 
#147 


Tales of the Closet was published by a small youth services program based out 
of NYC. It’s one of the few representations of reality-based gay teens in 
comics real life teenagers could count on on an ongoing basis. The only other 
companies that have any staying power in the comics industry besides Archie 
are Marvel and DC, who mainly dealt with superheroes and didn’t touch gay 
issues for nearly forever. Velez and the HMI's attempt was innovative and for- 
midable. They first appeared in 1987 and the series ended, on a cliffhanger, 
that hasn’t been resolved to this day, in 1993. It lasted for six years, longer 
than any other depiction of gay teens that didn’t wear capes and have sci-fi 
based super powers, something gay teens may have wished for when fighthing 
homophobia, but alas, couldn’t count on. 


Now, 23 years after the debut of “the gay 
Archie”, the actual Archie publications have 
finally decided to take a bold step into the 
modern day. SS 


Congratulations to Archie Comics for joining 
us (well, most of us) in the 21st century. We 
knew it had to happen one day. 


And congratulations to DCP’s scanner 
ComicHost and editor sidekick for releasing 
this awesome scan of another wonderful 
Archie Comics release. 


